[Retropharyngeal abscess in nursing infants. Report of 2 cases].
The authors report two cases of retropharyngeal abscess in breast-fed babies and highlight the salient points of the disease: 1) The disease is rare, severe and sometime atypical. 2) The clinical features are: the patient age (breast-fed babies), difficult in swallowing, drooling, dyspnea and malaise. 3) The diagnosis is confirmed by a forward movement of the pharynx and of the soft palate except when the abscess is located on the lower half of the retropharyngeal space. 4) The most important diagnostic procedure is the lateral radiography of the neck that shows a widening of the retropharyngeal prevertebral space. 5) If an adequate therapy is not undertaken, following complications are possible: opening of the abscess with passage of the pus into the bronchopulmonary space, obstructive dyspnea with oxygen lack, propagation of the abscess into the mediastinum and possible development of fistulas into lung, and pleura, and exceptionally into pericardium. 6) The therapy includes the use of drugs active toward the possible etiological agents: the most common are the S.B.E.A., anaerobes, staphylococcus and gram-negative. At stage of suppuration, surgical operation is required.